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Preface

Here you will find presented a number of maps of places in Ancient Asia to help as a reference for those interested in undansling the
geography and history presented in Buddhist texts. A number of them have been prepared specially for this section, and others
accompany particular texts and translations that are presented elsewhere on this website. The intention is to add i® ghction as and
when the need arises.

| have included modern place names in some of the maps so as to help orientate the reader, who may not be familiar with theggaphy
of Asia. | have also annotated the maps to give sources and further relevant infoation that could not be included elsewhere.

| have now given a a number of talks based on these maps, and then made videos out of them, including additional informatoal
photographs, etc. where relevant. They can be accessed on YouTube:

1. The Early Life of the Buddha

2 Ui f Mbtu Zfbs pg uif Cveeibat Mjgf
3. Asoka and the Missions

4. The Spread of Buddhism throughout Asia

5. Representing the Buddha

My main sources for information in compiling the maps, besides the traditional Texts, Commentaries and Chronicles, have bé&sn
following:

1 Geography of Early Buddhism by B.C. Law

1 Dictionary of Pali Proper Namesby G.P. Malalasekera
1 Buddhist India by T.W. RhysDavids

T Middle Land, Middle Way by S. Dhammika


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EN6yOLy-MM&list=9C5C92A751BA8599
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3RVCs_AL1g&list=9C5C92A751BA8599
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vst9knZdL7E&list=9C5C92A751BA8599
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9C5C92A751BA8599&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTAT8VaT-Sc

Many other books have incidental information, including the various annotated translations | have consulted during the coursfethis
work. | am particularly grateful to Bhante S. Dhammika for checking the maps through for me and making many useful suggestions and
corrections, which has helped improve them considerably.

Goboebkpuj Cijlliwv
August 2012
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Kbncvehqf Cveei bci bu ulpdlabBuddngArtGbhe biN g b s §

The remains from the Mauryan period are very few, they consist mainly of the Asokan Rock Edicts and the Pillars, which aremually

inscribed and surmounted by lions, elephants or bulls (only a sithselection of them are shown here). In Kumraha on the edge of

modern day Patna are old architectural remains of the ancient city walls, and from Didarganj on the banks on the Ganges &sgid

humant j {f Zbl 6j oh npef mmf e | d,hasibdenfeupd The excalaederock gaves anRaralopp athotigh fater
joibcjufe cz Cveeijtut- xfsf dbswfe pvu gps uif Gkhwbheroddlsf du- ¢ v
gps uif hsfbu spdl d b vafand ésewhgmiin thé comingeentBries ou §- Fmmp s
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Kbncvehqf Cveei bci bu ulpdlabBuddngArtGbhe biN g b s §

Bgufs wuif gbmm pg uif Nbvszbot b ofx ezobtuz bsptf dbnutiwingui f Tv

the Mauryan period, were rebuilt and expanded during the Sunga period, ands the work carried out beginning at this later period
that we see today, including the dome, the stone casing and the harmika. It was also during their reign that the Chaityahat Bhaja

Caves at Karli in Maharashtra was built.
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Kbncvehqgf Cveei bci buulpdlarmBuddnsgArtEbhe bitNg b s §
With the collapseofui f Nbvszbo Fnqjsf- wuif | johepnt jo uif tpvui pg Joej b >
uijt ujnf uibu uif hsfbu sbjmjoht bu T§godij- Cigsivu boaetBenbs b wb
mainsourcée gps uif bojdpojd qgfsjpe pg Cveeijtu bsu- Jo xijdi ui f Cve
Bodhi Tree, the DhammaXi f f m boe wui f Tjsjqggeb- ps I pmz -GvbulUfdgmkbt bbmBgEgbug
boe uif puifs dbwf dpngmfyft jo uif xftufso sfhjpot -nxfwsffe gJjlsttiuwdd
dynasty (2cADA3cAD* - boe ju xbt evsjoh wuijt ujnf xifo uif hsfbu tuigbt xf
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Kbncvehqf Cveei bci bu ulpdlabBuddngArtGbhe biN g b s §

Following the invasions of Alexandria in the 3rd century B.C., many of the Greek forces settled on the borders of India, givimise to

the syncetricGreceJ oej d dj wj mjt buj pot bu Hboei §sb- jo xibu jt culuestseo ebz C(
first statues and reliefs of the Buddha were made. They were evidently modelled on the Greek statues of Apollo, and preseatBuddha

X ] ui Dbvdbtjbo gbdjbm gfbuvsft- boe gmpxjoh- xbwa/ i Bysjepb uif LV
period (1cADA3c AD) this empire stretched right into the heartland of India, and also gave rise to the great and influential atelier at

Mathura.
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Kbncvehqf Cveei bci bu ulpdlabBuddngArtGbhe biN g b s §

Ui f Hvqgub Fnqgjsf xbt dfoufsfe bs pwayaiharamd jsaornthlly thpughb ahasithe Go@énadgem) g v u s |
pg Joejbo bsujtujd dsfbujpo/ Ju jt evsjoh uijt qfsjpt¢eheeailidgstu ui f n-
examples of Indian painting. Also during this time the great universite bu Ogmboeb- Wj Il sgnbj hmb boe f mtf
turn gave rise to great schools of sculpture and bronze casting, all with classical elagance. In this period the Buddha BgLare

modelled with the characteristic curly ringlets of hair, andsheenlike close-fitting robes. The halos are normally decorated in this

period.
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Kbncvehqf Cveei bci bu ulpdlabBuddngArtGbhedd Mg b s §

Ui f Qdgmb Fnqjsf hsfx vqg jo uif fbtufso bsfbt pg Joej b-ighfob xi bu | 1
their power their Empire also reached a far as the Kabul valley in modernday Afghanistan. The universities were still flourishing

during this time, and there are very many architectural and sculptural remains from this period. The art of this period is mmb more

elaborate and intricate in stye. We see at this time a great fourishing of representations of the various Bodhisattvas and gods in the

developed Buddhist pantheon. It was towards the end of their reign that the Muslim invasions finally brought Buddhism to amddan

India, and with it the Buddhist art traditions there. Before that had happened though, Buddhist culture and art had spread all over Asia.

Photo Credits:
on Map 1 (Asokan Capital): mself
on Map 2 (Bhaja Cave): Elroy Serrao
on Map 3 (Amaravati Relief): Gurubrahma

onMap4Hboei gsbo Cveeib I fbe*; Qibh
po Nbg 6 ) Tuboejoh Cveeib*; Goboebkpuj Cijlliv
po Nbqg 7 )Cspo{f Tjuujoh Cveeib*; Goboebkpuj Ci

All Released with Creative Commons, Attribution, Shawlike licenses, or into the Public Domain.
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Ubui ghbubtt b -QheBtddha'gEajlyCarder

ui f Nbigliboeiblb tfdujpo pg uif Wjc

What follows is based oru i f bd u o 3
] e bui §- boe uif KjobwbNtb;

bt uif Kgubl b Oj

Bgufs Bxbl fojoh bu uif gppu pg uif Cpei]j usf f | oof lucatons inithg same f Cv e
area. He then travelled to Isipatana, where his former companions, the group of fiv@dficavaggiyd ascetics were staying. The walking

upvs bgqgqfbst up i1 bwf ublfo bspvoe b xffl- bt if bssjwfe po uif G
That night he preached his first recorded discourse, and thereby set the Dhamia f f m s pmmj oh- bu ui f faoe pg
cfdbnf ui f gj stu gfstpo up buubjo qbui boe gsvju jo uifecamgesf t f ou

Worthy Ones @Arahanta* / Ui f Cveei b t gf ou uiParkaflpimtna, avdbntatshiprotime ¢ooverted fifst YBSR, farsd
then 50 of his friends, who also all became Worthy Ones.

Bu uvuif foe pg uif Sbjoat Sf waMimg-uixfi fGVedifb dxpbomiffses febdli fupiV¥d f
ejtdjgmft/ Gspn wuvifsf i f usbwfmmfe up wuif Nbhbei bo dbqgj udoan Sgkb
Wood Wf Nvwbob Ljoh Cjncjt@gshbl/

Five months had passel j odf mf bwj oh Jtjgbubob boe ju xbt opx Tgsjohujnf/ LN
to return to his home town. There he converted his former Wife, his Father, and ordained his Son, and other family memberscluding
Oboeb nawa G

Xijmf i f xbt wuifsf wuif sjdi nf sdi bou BodguibgjoLjlb bssjwitee boe |
Kf ubat Xppe npobtufsz/ Bu wuijt gpj ou wui f f bsmz i ]t upgthi$time.csf bl
Bmui pvhi xf lopx b mpu bcpvu uif Cveeibat njojtusz- wuif sabouspopmp
pof zfbs cfgpsf uif Gjobm Fnbodjgbujpo bu Lvtjogsg@g/
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Ubui g hbubtThédRedlibetd ©Ong's Rains Retreats

This map shows the various places where the Buddhag f ou i jt Sbj oat Sfusfbut bddpsejoh up ui
up uif Dpnnfoubsz po uif CveeibwbNtb- xijdi jt bmtp gpmmpndfe cz
appear in the Discourses many times. Of the dkeats we are sure about note that they all were taken in the Middle Lands
(Majjhimadesg.

Tpnf pg uif gmbdf t x f dboopu jefoujgzl/ badit fbyo@mivebl umd Xmupe sj
Country; 13th, 18th and 19th on Mount @ mj? @thets are only vaguely known, suchas Sl0bpuupo Xppe- Qfsj mfzzb boa
xijdi xfsf bspvoe Lptbnch/ Uif fybdu qgptjujpo pg GNbwh jwerebmtp o
many yakkha shrines. Accordingup usbejujpo uif 8ui Sbjot Sfusfbu xbt tqgfou jo U
who had been reborn as a Devapultta.

Uif jogpsnbujpo hjwfo jo uif Dpnnfoubsz jofygmjdbcmz pwvilggedaf ui f n
Cfmvwb- xjuijo xbmljoh ejtubodf pg W tgmh- Dbt sfmbuf e ctiorooftbei f Nbi
Dpnnfoubsz up Cv eferialaterbaNd niore ggetio descxidtion of the Rains Retreats, se@inacarita4 ):

Bgufs tfuujoh uif Eibnnb Xiffm Spmmjoh jo Jtjgbubob boe nrbtl joh 2
Sbj ot Sfusfbu if exfmu bu wuif Effs Qbsl jo Jtjgbubob sfmzjoh p
Npobtufsz bu Cbncpp Xppe- sfmzjoh po Sgkbhbib< wuif wui]jsdéoubeoe gpv
l bmm jo uif Hsfbu Xppe sfmzjoh po Witgdgmh< uif t | ydiwbpgtheNighthou Nbn
jo uif CiftblbN§g Xppe- sfmzjoh po uif Dspdpej mf | j nis jbmmfpzozhbtlub uhi sff
ui f fmfwfoui jo uif c¢csginjo wjmmbhf pg O§gNb )jo Nbhbei @gntkinui f u x
ui f Kf ubat Xppe hsfbu Npobtufsz )ofbs T@§wbuui hHome tawn,famomgstgthef f o u i
Tgljzbot*< ibwjoh ubnfe )uif zbllib* GNbwblb boe nbljohn@&-111 d
GNbwh< uif tfwfouffoui xbt tvsfmz ofbs Sgkbhbib Dgmjszhbgqtcyw «&ibihec
boe wuxfoujfui Sbj ot Sfusfbu if exfmu ofbs up Sgkbhbib )qgfsibgt
Tgwbuuih exfmmjoh jo uif Hsfbu Npobtufsz | o Ktandugplies (Bfpeouasitebfore ui f
the large gathering of monks).

1 ChS: Makula.
2 ChS: Calika.

31


http://www.ancient-buddhist-texts.net/Texts-and-Translations/Jinacaritam-Victorious-Buddha/28-Rains.htm

Ubui ghbubtt b QbThdRealisegl Ori2'§ lsagt Tayr

KosALA

Savatthi ==

Kapilavatthie ==

KUSINARA T =

MALLA \ VL

SOMEWHEERE BETWEEN VESALI anDp Pava:

- BELUVA
Branpacama, HarTRIGAMA, AMBAGAMNA, \

Janmpucana, AND BHOGANAGARA Vaasai

<—— NADIKA

A

LR —-— KOTIGAMA

PATALIGAMA — (

+ \ MAGADHA
Baranasi - AMBALATTHIKA \/*‘— NALANDA

STATES

‘— RAJAGAHA

MAm PLACES

TATHAGATASSA PACCHIMACARIKA
Tue Reavisep ONE's Last Tour




Ubui ghbubjpnd QiIhdRanlised One's Last Tour

Ui f mbtu zfbs pg uif Cveeibat mjgf jt sfdpsefe jo uif wakingggbsj oj

tour in the Middle Country (Majjhimadesg. Before thebeginning of the Rains Retreat\Vb t t*g oubi f Cveei b xbmlfe gspr
Wfitgmh xifsf I f tubzfe gps b ovncfs pg npouit/ Fwfouvbmee uif Cvi

Emancipaton @b s j oj*c d@okh vt j ogs@g/

Looking at the map it very much appears as though the Buddha was actually heading for his home town of Kapilavatthu but succumbed

to his illness on the way. The Buddha fell ill withdysenteryj o Qgw§ boe bddpsejoh up uif wfsz tbe
ebz pg ijt upvs i f bduvbmmz ibe up tju epxo boe sftu op mftt ui b
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T b s h s b wjTheiD@thbption of the Relics

Uif fybdu gptjujpot pg Qjqgqgi bmjwbob- Bmmbl bggb- boe Wfogstweihgb bs
ui bu Tgwbuuih boe Cgsgobth eje opu hfu b tibsf pg uif asdlthg dt - b
others were distributed locally.

fromNbi §gqbsj ojccgobt vuubN

T Uifo uif Nbhbeibo Ljoh BkQguwbtnboueuv -b uTiifs jtopgfo gpgs Mhb ez HSjbtdg pprv t
Sgkbhbib boe ifme b gftuj wbm/
Ui f Mjddi bwht gspn WFtgmh nbef b Tisjof gps uif Hsbdjpvt Pc
The Sakyas from Kapilavatthu made a Shrine for the Gracious@nat cpej mz sf mj dt bu Lbqgj mbwbul
uif Cvmbt pg Bmmbl bggb nbef b Tisjof gps uif Hsbdjpvt Pofat
Uif Lpmjzbt pg Sgnbhgnb nbef b Tisjof gps Jdaffestibé bdj pvt Pof
Ui f Wf e behqgbl binjo nbef b Tisjof gps uif Hsbdjpvt Pof
Ui f Nbmmbt pg
P9

M N O\

i n
nbef b Tisjof gps uif Hsbdjpvt Pofat cp
Ui f Nbmmbt gp8 wbéf Hebd@ij pvt Pofat cpejmz sfmjdt bu
Epob uif c¢csbinjo ef b Tisjof gps uif vso boe ifme b gftuj
Uif Npsjzgt pg Qjggi bmjwbob nbef b Tisjof gps uif btift bu
Thus there were eight Shines for the bodily relics, the Vessel Shrine was the ninth, and the Ashes Shrine was the tenth,
and so it was former times.

=2 A -42-9_-9_-9_-9_-4_-°5-°
T O
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Dbuugsj TbNwf kb dHe EojirdPjacesEhatRvoilucg Enthusiasm

fromNbi §gqbsjojccdgobtvuubN- Tfdujpo 46;
gmbdft - Goboeb- u i bfaithfub man of geod farhily. Faithfub u i b u

Ui ftf bsf ui f gpvVvs
npolt- ovot- mbznfo- boe mbzxpnfo xjmm dpnf- )uijoljoh*; Alfs
uif votvsgbttfe boe Qfsgfdu Bxblfojoha- Aldisffonaf Alffosff tdief P9®
was Completely Emancipated in the Emancipatioch mf nf ou xi j di i bt op cbtjt gps buubdinf
will die while on pilgrimage to the Shrines with a confident mind they will all, at the break-up of the body, after death, rearise

in a fortunate destiny, in a heavenly world.
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Cgwbsjttb NgobwbhdG§wbghKbnTueadfgéut ( Xbml bdsptt B

fromQgsgzbobwbh®Bp- wfstft 42

Bgufs ifbsjoh Cgwbshat Xpset - ui f tjyuffo csbinjo tuvef otot 11
Mahissati, toVk kf oh- boe Hpobeeib- up Wejtb- boe up uif gmbdf dbmmfe W
up Tfubczb- boe Lbgj mbwbuuiv- boe wup uif djuz pg Lvtjogamto up QFf
ui f Qgtgobl b Tisjof- efmjhiugvm- ju jt uif njoeat efmjhiul/

Cgwbsh ibe mfgu Tgwbuui h- wuif dbqgjubm pg Lptbmb- tpnf wbjsnhf Scfwgfpss-
which was about as far south as the Ariyans had penetrated that time. There students gathered around him, including 16 who became
ufbdifst jo uifjs pxo sjhiu/ Xifo Cgwbsh ifbse wuibu b THhegveeib
gjstu i fbefe gps T§wb uhadbken gtaying, bugwhen xe shves them waming, @aligng thdt they were not mature
fopvhi- if xjuiesfx up Sgkbhbib boe up uif Qgtgoblb Tisjof/ Uifj:
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TpNBbb g k b o bThdl® Great States

Jo uxp gmbdft jo wuifi bBrhuwibwbs bGlj/l §4/b8 2)<V qWjtwwi buijgpt bui bt vuubN- C
tubuft )Nbi gkbobgbeg™*; Bnhg- Nbhbei §l-v sLijg-t hQb dLdpdt nbgmg - N bdbdcki kgh--  TNjbsnbnt
Hboei dgsgdg- Lbncpkg/

We sometimescomd ds ptt puifs gpsnt pg uijt mjtu- tp uibu bu Kbobwbtbcick
Lptbmg- Wbkkh- Nbmmg- Df uhTij sWbtNtogg-/ LIvosuijf-s fQbudj doghnmiz-- Nubidfd iTgg-l j zbt bo
lists, perhaps they were not considered as great states, being too small in size.

Below is a list of the State Capitals, and their Kings where they are known. The most important ones by far are the first tWleemember
that the Buddha lived for 80 years and thepolitical situation was always changing:

T Nbhbei g )Dbqgjubm; S§gkbhbib< Ljoh Cjncjt@gsb- mbufs Bkgubt but
T Lptbmg )Dbqgjubm;, Tgwbuui h< Ljoh Qbtfobej*
T Bnhgdg )Dbqj ubm; Dbnqgg*
T Lgth )Dbgjubm; Cdgsggobt h*
T Wobkkh )Sfqvecmjd*
T Nbmmg ) Sfqgvecmjd* \ T@Repudiad) ) STgvemjd*- LpNjzg )
T WoNtg§ )Dbgjubm; Lptbnch- Ljoh Vefob*
f Dfuh ) Tpuui j wbuh?
T Lvsij )Dbqgqjubm; Joebqgbuub*
T Qbddgmg
T Nbddi § )Dbqgjubm; W sgoebobhbsb< Ljoh W) sgcebt*
T Tijsbtfodg )Dbgjubm; Nbuivsg*
T Bttbl §d )Dbqgjubm;, Qpubob*
T Bwbouh )Dbqgjubm; Vkkfoh jio< ulijforOpWfutit-bdNigij ttbuh jo uif Tpvel
T Hboei §s§ )Dbgjubm; Ubl Il btj m§*
T Lbncpk§g/
® ChS: vaiga.

4 ChS: Majjha.
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Pafica Mahgnadh- The Five Great Rivers

fromVe§ob; 6 Vgpt bui bt vuubN )56*

Tfzzbui § qj cijllibwf z§ | §gdj nbi gobejzp- tfzzbui hebN;
Just as, monks, whatever great rivers there are, that is to say:

Bdj § thwb wiy- nbb 9 diniv-e eMN gbuwgd kbi bouj qgijsjngoj odgn

Hbr]hg- Zbnvog-
ui f Zbnvog- uif Bdjsbwbuh- wuif Tbsbcii- boeagesahd Nbi h -

Uif Hbnhg-
names,

nbi dgtbnveep uwf wb t bnlevalkHd bhikkhdvd i bdwjug sfowmd wb oo §;
and are then designated as the great ocean, so, monks, there are these four classes:

Li buujzg- sginbc‘)g- Wfttg- Tveedg- uf Ubui ghbubggbwfejuf Eibnnbwj
Li buujzbt- Csq@ginbobt - wihgohebfdrth frofm the hormevteeherbetessnessiinghe Dharima and Discipline taught
by the Realised One,

kbi bouj qvsjngoj odgnbhpuugoj- tbnbogd Tblzbgvuujz§ uwfwb tbnlibN |
give up their former lineages and names, and are then designated as Sakyacedics.

ZbN cijllibwf dbuugsp nf wboog;
That, monks, there are these four classes:

i g- uf Ubui ghbubggbwfejuf Ei bnnbwj

Csgi ee
S oln the home/te lmdlessnessiinpthe Dhaimmg andhDisdippne fauglgt p s u i

i nb
- Csgin

o™

Wt

—

- tt - Tve
bt Wi t bt -

loe]]

Libuujzg-
Li buujzbt
by the Realised One,
kbi bouj qvsjngoj ognbhpuugoj- tbnbogd Tblzbgvuujzgd uwfwb tbnlibN
give up their former lineages and names, and are then designated as Sakyan ascetics,

ayam-pici jl 1l i bwf jnbtnjN Eibnnbwjobzf dbuvuuip bddibsjzp bccivubei br
is the fourth wonderful and marvellous thing, monks, about this Dhamma and Discipline,

zbN ejtwd ejtwd cijllii jnbtnjN Eibnnbwjobzf bcijsbnbouj/
which, having seen and considered, the monkielight in this Dhamma and Discipline.
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Anotattasaro ca Sinerupabbato ca - Mount Sineru and Lake Anotatta




Jo wui f t bnf

Qg Nj

uf yut

Tjofsv ubl f
abode of the Demons at its base (SnA ii.485).

Pafica Mahgnadh- The Five Great Rivers

tbje up
szjoh wup
Ju |t

oobnvolg-

Bnhvuubshb
Of sv- Nbi gnf sv-
identified with Lake Manasarovar is on the rocky plains { j m § io foont lof the mountain range.

bt

t

nf ouj pof e

i bwf ushb
dpowf su

Lvogmb-

ejtdpvst f

wfstfe wuif

bt pof Pg

Di beeboub-

hsfbu ejtubodf gthepn Vs
ui f  Vsvwwfum@f Lnbbtutubfgsb -x btti ptsuujmazm bogpuuf s
ui f tfwfo hsfbu nmblft |

Nboegl joh*/

Nfsv boe Lfmbtb/ Ju jt

po nzuijdbm gspgpsujpot jo
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KbncvehqgbN; Cve e lindiau pronBtheBuddha to Bsoka

Evsjoh uif Mpse Cveeibat ujnf Nbhbeib xbt pomz pof pg nimgaha. npobs
Ljoh Cjncjtgsb xbt pof pg uif Cveeibat nthgecapitalbuspot- boe hbwf ij
Bgufs 1]t gbttjoh Ljoh Cjncjtgsbat t po- Bkgubtbuuv- Xi p hebe | jn
sfgvemjdt pg uif Wbkkjbot bnpohtu puifst- boe dpot pamd aeseries of i j t [

patricides took place over the following generations.

Ui bu ezobtuz xbt f wfouvbmmz pwfsuispxo boe evsjoh wuif uj nf pg
Qgebmj gqvuub- boe wuif bsf b uithé gubHimalayars Regnan.f Véhenfthe @leek &Kinge Aleyapdrareptérad p g
India, his troops mutinied and refused to cross the Ganges and attack the Nandian Empire, fearing for their lives.

That dynasty was overthrown by one of the great Indian Emporers, Candaguttaho greatly expanded the empire to the west and the
tpvui- boe- gpmmpxjoh uif bewjdf pg i1ijt njojtufs Lbvujoodrdef ui f b
most of India.

Under his grandson King Asoka the Empire reacheds greatest extent, incorporating most of present day India, Pakistan, Afghanistan

and Bangladesh. Asoka ruled this vast empire from his capital, and sent out religious missions to the border areas, whicht Wwegond

ijt cpsefst up | IFvwhlogpbgijjojujbdb upvuifdtu- boe bddpsejoh up Spdl
Greece in the west.
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KbncvehqgbN; Cv e e indias fromBhe Buddha to Asoka
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