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Known Nun Disciples of the Buddha
(100+ disciples)

Pali Suttapitaka

This is a list of the nun disciples of the Buddha as found in the Suttapitaka and its commentaries. The attempt is made to be comprehensive, but given
such a large number it is possible one or two have been overlooked, and I will update when I get additions/corrections, etc. This list for now covers
the nuns named in the Pali Suttapitaka, I would like to add in names from the Vinaya, and from other traditions, but will need help to get that work
done. I will add them in as and when I can.

The references are to the Chattha Sangayana edition of the Tipitaka as this is still the most easily accessible edition of the texts. The numbering here
should be the same in other editions, but there may be small variations occasionally.

The order is based roughly on information levels: first come the thirteen chief disciples, about which we have a lot of information in various
canonical sources and commentaries; next come the Apadana stories in the order that they appear in that collection; then the Therigatha in the order
they appear. There are then a couple of references to nuns named seperately in the Dhammapadatthakatha.

Key and References

AN (e.g. 1.14.5.1) = Anguttaranikaya and Commentary (e.g. Book of the Ones, Section 14, Chapter 5, First Sutta.)
Ap (e.g. 2.7) = Theri-Apadana and Theri-Apadanadipani (e.g. Book Two, Section Seven.)
Thi (e.g. 6.6) = Therigatha and Commentary (e.g. Book of Six Verses, Sixth Section.)
DhpA (e.g. 391) = Dhammapada Commentary (e.g. to verse 391.)
JA =Jataka Commentary by Jataka number (numbering differs in the last ten [538-547] from PTS).
JNid p.15 = Jatakanidana page 15.
IDs = identified with a character in the story, cf. here means compare the story as it is similar in many respects to a story about this nun.
Other = Materials not found in the preceding (e.g. MN 142) = Majjhimanikaya and Commentary (e.g. to Sutta 142.)
DN = Digha; MN = Majjhima; SN = Samyutta; AN = Anguttara; Sn = Suttanipata; Bv = Buddhavamsa

Anandajoti Bhikkhu,
October, 2014



Mahapajapati Gotami

Khema

Uppalavanna

Patacara

Dhammadinna

Nanda

Bahuputtika Sona
Sakula

Bhadda Kundalakesa
Bhadda Kapilani
Bhadda Kaccana
Rahulamata
Yasodhara

Kisagotami

Sigalamatu
Jatilagahiya
Kajangalika

AN

1.14.5.1
8.51-3
1.14.5.2
2.12.2
4.176
8.97
1.14.5.3
2.12.2
4.176

1.14.5.4
1.14.5.5
1.14.5.6
1.14.5.7
1.14.5.8
1.14.5.9

1.14.5.10
1.14.5.11

1.14.5.12

1.14.5.13

Ap
2.7

2.8

29

2.10

33

3.5
3.6
3.4
3.1
3.7
3.8

32

4.4

Thi
6.6

6.3

5.10

1.12
(cf.
Thig 6)

5.8
5.7
59
4.1

10.1

DhpA

26.8

245,
26.20

05.10
(14.2)

8.12,
20.12
26.38

11.5
8.14

8.13,
26.12
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JA

IDs: 222, 281, 358,

(cf. 547)

JNid p.15, also v. 78
IDs: 354, 397, 534, 539,
(cf. 547)

JNid p.15, also v. 78

IDs: 15, 16, 29, 66, 88, 276, 354, 382, 392, 397,
408, 414, 442, 488, 501, 511, 513, 521, 527,
535, 538, 539, 540, 542, 543, 546,

(cf. 547)

(cf. 4) (cf. 547) (cf. 301)

(cf. 547)

(cf. 301)

IDs: 509, 540

JNid 54, 58

IDs: 11, 95, 194, 201, 276, 281, 292, 328, 397,
408, 411, 416, 421, 424, 434, 443, 451, 458,
459, 461, 485, 506, 509, 513, 525, 531, 539,
542, 546, 547

(cf. 281)

ID 438

Other

MN 142
MN 146
SN 44.1

Bv 25.19

SN 1.5.5
Bv 25.19

MA 36

MN 44

SnA 1.11

DA.ii.422

SN 1.5.3

AN 9.37
AN 10.28



Sumedha
Mekhaladayika
Mandapadayika
Sankamanattha
Nalamalika
Ekapindapatadayika
Katacchubhikkhadayika
Sattuppalamalika
Paficadipika
Udakadayika
Ekuposathika
Salalapupphika
Modakadayika
Ekasanadayika
Pancadipadayika
Nalamalika
Yasodhara-pamukha-
dasa-bhikkhuni-sahassa
Yasodhara-pamukha-
attharasa-bhikkhuni-sahassa
Yasavati-pamukha-
attharasa-bhikkhuni-sahassa
Caturasiti-bhikkhuni-
sahassa

Uppaladayika

Sukka

Abhirtipananda
Addhakasi
Punnika
Ambapali
Pesala

Annatara

AN
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Ap Thi

1.1 15.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9
1.10
2.1
2.2
2.3
24
2.5
2.6
3.9

3.10

4.1

4.2

4.3
4.5

4.6 2.1
4.7 24
4.8

4.9 13.1
4.10

1.1

DhpA

JA

Other

SN 10.9
SN 10.10



Afifatara
Afifataratissa
Anopama
Apara-uttama
Aparasama
Abhayamatu
Abhaya
Alavika
Isidast
Uttama
Uttara
Uttara
Uttara
Upacala
Upasama
Ubbirt

Gutta

Canda

Capa

Cala

Citta

Jenta

Tissa
Timsamatta
Dantika
Dhamma
Dhira
Nanduttara
Paficasatamatta
Punna
Punna
Bhadra
Mitta

AN

Ap
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Thi

51
1.5
6.5
3.3
3.1
2.8
2.9

15.1
3.2
1.15
7.1

7.3
1.10
3.5
6.7
5.12
13.3
7.2
2.5
2.2
1.4
511
34
1.17
1.6
55
6.1
1.3
12.1
1.9
1.8

DhpA

11.3

JA

Other

SN 1.5.1

SN 1.5.7

SN 1.5.6
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AN Ap Thi DhpA JA Other
Mitta 25
Mittakali 5.6
Mutta 1.2
Mutta 1.11
Mettika 2.6
Rohint 13.2
Vaddhamatu 9.1
Vajira SN 1.5.10
Vasettht 6.2
Vijaya 6.8 SN 1.5.4
Vimala 5.2
Visakha 1.13
Vira 1.7
Vuddhapabbajitasumana 1.16
Sangha 1.18
Sama 2.10
Sistipacala 8.1 SN 1.5.8
Stha 5.3
Sukka 3.6
Sujata 6.4
Sundart 134
Sundarinanda 54
Subhakammaradhitu 13.5
Subhajivakambavanika 14.1
Sumana 1.14
Sumangalamata 2.3
Sela 3.7 SN 1.5.9
Soma 3.8 SN 1.5.2
Anoja 6.4 AA 1.176
SA 2.178
Vism 393

Cira 30.43 SN 10.11



	Known Nun Disciples of the Buddha
	Pāḷi Suttapiṭaka

